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PrOGRAM
Sonata for Clarinet and Piano “Pas de Deux” from “Souvenir Suite” Op. 28
by Francis Poulenc (1899-1963) by Samuel Barber (1910-1981)
1. Allegro tristamente
2. Romanza “I Will Not Be Sad In This World”
3. Allegro con fuoco by Eve Beglarian (b. 1958)
Lush Life “his eyes were in the stars”
Lotus Blossom by Mari Esabel Valverde (b.1987)

by Billy Strayhorn (1915-1967)
Fantasia in F Minor D.940
by Franz Schubert (1797-1828)

Pay-as-you-wish tickets made possible in part thanks to 4Culture Public Free Access Grant
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MUSICIANS

Eric Jacobs

Clarinet

Byron Schenkman

Piano

Joseph Williams

Piano

Musician biographies
are available at
SoundSalonMusic.org/

musicians

ProGrAM NOTES by Byron Schenkman

In 1989 the distinguished musicologist Maynard Solomon published an article,
“Franz Schubert and the Peacocks of Benvenuto Cellini,” which made a convincing
case for a homosexual Schubert. Backlash against Solomon’s article was intense and
it remains controversial to this day as some people continue to resist the idea that a
great composer could be anything other than cisgender and heterosexual.

We'll never know for sure whether or in what way Franz Schubert may have been
Queer. We know more about the 20t- and 21%*-century composers on this program.
Francis Poulenc, Billy Strayhorn, and Samuel Barber all had same-sex partners who
were known to their friends and colleagues; Mari Esabel Valverde describes herself
as a “transgender Mexican-American composer;” and for decades Eve Beglarian has
been included on lists and in anthologies of Lesbian composers.

Francis Poulenc’s sonata for clarinet and piano was composed in the last year of his life
and premiered posthumously by Benny Goodman and Leonard Bernstein in 1963.

One of Billy Strayhorn’s most famous works, the Jazz standard “Lush Life,” was
composed in 1936 under the title “Life is Lonely.” Its sad text begins “I used to visit
all the very gay places, those come-what-may places...” His “Lotus Blossom” is a
purely instrumental work, a song without words.

Samuel Barber’s “Souvenir Suite” was first composed for piano duet and later adapted
as ballet music for orchestra. It is a nostalgic work which the composer described as
imagining dancers at the Palm Court of New York’s Plaza Hotel around 1914.

Eve Beglarian’s “I will not be sad in this world” is based on a song by the 18-century
Armenian troubadour Sayat Nova. Beglarian asks the performer to reflect the sounds
of the duduk, a traditional Armenian wind instrument.

Mari Esabel Valverde is best known for her extensive catalog of choral music. Her
miniature piano piece “his eyes were in the stars” is an early work from her student
days at the San Francisco Conservatory of Music.

We began our program with a composition from the end of Francis Poulenc’s life

(at age 64) and conclude with one from the end of Franz Schubert’s life (at age 31).
Schubert’s Fantasy in F Minor is a cyclic work in which the mournful opening theme
recurs throughout, punctuating moments of joy, sorrow, and defiance.

Salon
Study

What is a Bass Clarinet?

While the B-flat soprano clarinet is the most common, the clarinet family spans from the small, high-
pitched E-flat clarinet down to the deep, resonant bass clarinet. Pitching an octave lower than the soprano,
the bass clarinet is so large that it requires a distinctive curved metal neck and an upturned bell to
comfortably meet the player’s hands. The modern clarinet developed from a Baroque instrument called the
chalumeau, which was similar to a recorder but featured a single-reed mouthpiece and a cylindrical bore.
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‘THANK YOU (OMMUNITY ‘PARTNERS

Sound Salon would like to gratefully acknowledge the following donors for their generous support. This list is based on donations
received between May 16, 2025 and May 15, 2026. Please notify us if you discover any errors or omissions.

FRIENDS
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Mara Seeley

Stephanie
Shadbolt & Jesse
Snyder

Mark Shaw

Larry Sides

Wyatt D. Smith @
Karen Soma

Fox & Bryn Spears

Bill Stewart &
David Stein @

Phil Stoiber @
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Thomas
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Norman LeMoine Gy4an Peterson

ConNTINUO CIRCLE

Cory Gooch Patricia Lewis Lott Phil Stoiber
Gabriela Hannach Bill McJohn Alexandra Stone
AJ Knight Peggy Monroe & David Chui
Alan Knue & Ann Osterberg Diane Tepfer
Charles Enlow  Apnelise Molly Warner
Rosemarie & Osterberg Alexandra Stone

& David Chui

Brian Lew Hayley Serres &  Diane Tepfer
Thomas Adam Wesley Molly Warner
Lewandowski

quarterly gi

LASTING LEGACY

Susmining supporters whose recurring monthly and
s provide vital ongoing support for our mission.

Let your light shine by leaving a
legacy gift to Sound Salon. Your
estate planning ensures our work
[flourishes for generations to come.

THANK YOU TO OUR GRANTORS

Anonymous

Julie Gerrard
Susan Gins
Barbara Mandula
Stephen Raskin
Naomi Shiff

Byron Schenkman

THANK YOU TO OUR PARTNERS

{ <%allery

CoLDWELL BANKER
BAain COMMUNITY
PARTNERSHIP

PROGRAM

Buying or selling a house? CBBain Broker
and Coldwell Banker Bain will donate an
amount equal to 10% of the commission
received to Sound Salon as a community
partnership referral. For details and more
information contact Jorge Gustavo Elias
jorgegustavo.elias@cbrealty.com

(415) 650-8269
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Sound Salon Past Board Members
Board Members Deborah Bogin Cohen
Dahae Cheong Maria Coldwell
Susan Gulkis Assadi Kitt Day
Dave Morgan Robert DeLine
Lee Peterson Susan Gins
Joy Sherman Flora Lee
Sam Sitzmann Tom Lewandowski
Debbie Massarano
Donna McCampbell
Peggy Monroe
Marj Press
) Mark Rodgers
':j:f‘;":g' g
@:‘ -!3‘3,,,@3 Wyatt Smith
#;%83-‘:’:"21 Chris Sondreal
@%%:'n.- . Fox Spears
Scan to Donate Valerie Yockey
Zhenyu Zhao

Staff
Byron Schenkman,
Artistic Director

Melinda Abendroth,
Executive Director

Isa Pagel, Operations Director

Kaylin Wirkman,
Marketing Manager

Via Audio,
Recording Engineer

Adam Wesley, Photographer
RRD Design, LLC, Design

Margy Crosby,
Executive Director Emerita

Contact
1211 E Denny Way, #179
Seattle WA 98122-2516

(425) 954-3736
marketing@soundsalonmusic.org

Non Profit Tax ID
Sound Salon is a
non-profit 501(c)(3)
organization.

Tax ID# 81-5182891.

Safe Space

Sound Salon provides a diverse
and inclusive space for all
members of our community
to celebrate the full dignity

of all human beings. This is a
safe environment for artists,
audiences, staff, & volunteers.




