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Sound 
Salon

Queer Classics

Thank You
Concert Sponsor 
Tom Lewandowski 

Season Sponsors  
Robert DeLine  
Peggy Monroe

Friday, 7:30 pm 29May

Seattle First 
Baptist Church

Sunday, 7:30 pm 31May

Cascadia Art Museum

Program 

Sonata for Clarinet and Piano
by Francis Poulenc (1899-1963)

1. Allegro tristamente
2. Romanza
3. Allegro con fuoco

Lush Life
Lotus Blossom
by Billy Strayhorn (1915-1967)

“Pas de Deux” from “Souvenir Suite” Op. 28
by Samuel Barber (1910-1981)

“I Will Not Be Sad In This World”
by Eve Beglarian (b. 1958)

“his eyes were in the stars”
by Mari Esabel Valverde (b.1987)

Fantasia in F Minor D.940
by Franz Schubert (1797-1828)

Tom Lewandowski
Bill McJohn

Pay-as-you-wish tickets made possible in part thanks to 4Culture Public Free Access Grant
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Program Notes by Byron Schenkman 

In 1989 the distinguished musicologist Maynard Solomon published an article, 
“Franz Schubert and the Peacocks of Benvenuto Cellini,” which made a convincing 
case for a homosexual Schubert. Backlash against Solomon’s article was intense and 
it remains controversial to this day as some people continue to resist the idea that a 
great composer could be anything other than cisgender and heterosexual.

We’ll never know for sure whether or in what way Franz Schubert may have been 
Queer. We know more about the 20th- and 21st-century composers on this program. 
Francis Poulenc, Billy Strayhorn, and Samuel Barber all had same-sex partners who 
were known to their friends and colleagues; Mari Esabel Valverde describes herself 
as a “transgender Mexican-American composer;” and for decades Eve Beglarian has 
been included on lists and in anthologies of Lesbian composers.

Francis Poulenc’s sonata for clarinet and piano was composed in the last year of his life 
and premiered posthumously by Benny Goodman and Leonard Bernstein in 1963.

One of Billy Strayhorn’s most famous works, the Jazz standard “Lush Life,” was 
composed in 1936 under the title “Life is Lonely.” Its sad text begins “I used to visit 
all the very gay places, those come-what-may places…” His “Lotus Blossom” is a 
purely instrumental work, a song without words.

Samuel Barber’s “Souvenir Suite” was first composed for piano duet and later adapted 
as ballet music for orchestra. It is a nostalgic work which the composer described as 
imagining dancers at the Palm Court of New York’s Plaza Hotel around 1914.

Eve Beglarian’s “I will not be sad in this world” is based on a song by the 18th-century 
Armenian troubadour Sayat Nova. Beglarian asks the performer to reflect the sounds 
of the duduk, a traditional Armenian wind instrument.

Mari Esabel Valverde is best known for her extensive catalog of choral music. Her 
miniature piano piece “his eyes were in the stars” is an early work from her student 
days at the San Francisco Conservatory of Music.

We began our program with a composition from the end of Francis Poulenc’s life 
(at age 64) and conclude with one from the end of Franz Schubert’s life (at age 31). 
Schubert’s Fantasy in F Minor is a cyclic work in which the mournful opening theme 
recurs throughout, punctuating moments of joy, sorrow, and defiance.

What is a Bass Clarinet?

While the B-flat soprano clarinet is the most common, the clarinet family spans from the small, high-
pitched E-flat clarinet down to the deep, resonant bass clarinet. Pitching an octave lower than the soprano, 
the bass clarinet is so large that it requires a distinctive curved metal neck and an upturned bell to 
comfortably meet the player’s hands. The modern clarinet developed from a Baroque instrument called the 
chalumeau, which was similar to a recorder but featured a single-reed mouthpiece and a cylindrical bore.

Salon 
Study

Musicians

Eric Jacobs
Clarinet

Byron Schenkman
Piano

Joseph Williams
Piano

Musician biographies 
are available at 
SoundSalonMusic.org/ 
musicians
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Thank you Community Partners

Series Founders:   Robert DeLine  | Carol Salisbury

Sound Salon would like to gratefully acknowledge the following donors for their generous support. This list is based on donations 
received between May 16, 2025 and May 15, 2026. Please notify us if you discover any errors or omissions.

friends  
up to $499
Anonymous (9)
Anonymous (2) 
Anonymous in 
memory of Allen 
Yonge
Katrina Ackerman
Robin Adair
Chess Albaneze
Joan Algarin
Janis Avery
Jill Bader
Catherine & 
Richard Barnhart 
in memory 
of Donna 
McCampbell
Timothy Barrick
Janis Blauer-
Chima
Madeline Borhani
Kathy Hahn & 
Reid Branson
Megan Brickwood
Todd Carey
Britt Carter
Victor Celarier
Chaffin Chaffin
Dahae Cheong & 
Ricky Deng
Linda Clark & 
Tim Stearns
Dinnen Cleary & 
Sophia Smith
Andrew Cohen & 
James Packman
Anna Coles
Karen Craig
Alice Cunningham
James Dawson 
Gus Denhard
Marilyn Denney
Nancy & Chris 
Doran
Cordula Drossel-
Brown 
Hope Leeper
Arlene Ehrlich
Dan Eisenberg

Kate Elias
Marion White & 
Stephen Elston
Sasha Ericksen
Alice Evans
Erin Fairley
Nancy Federici
Kenneth Flores
Curtis Foster
Mary Malloy & 
Stuart M. Frank
Gerard Gabert
Bruce Garetz
Regina Gogol 
Marilyn Goldman 
& Joseph 
Hellerstein
Cory Gooch
Betty Graham
Tony Grasso
Cindi Greenfield
Jamia Hansen-
Murray
Nancy Harriss
Martha Hazevoet
Ann Hedreen
Judith Herrigel 
Brian Hildebrand
Cathy Lacefield & 
Ellis Hillinger
Michael Jerison
Michele Jerison
Sarah Jesudason 
Joel Johnson
Maria & Stuart 
Kahn
Deborah Katz
David Kerlick
AJ Knight
Jacquie Block & 
John Koster
Judy Blinder & 
Billy Kreuter 
Bill Levey
Joanne Lipson
Jane Lommel
Christie Lynk 
Timothy Mackey

David W. Madsen
Tamaki Maeda
Mark Falstein 
Roberta Marsh
Megumi 
Matsushita
Rachel  
Matthews 
Tom May
Annie McCaffrey
Mac McIntosh 
Judith Montel 
Melissa  
Moonves 
Jennifer Nagel
Patricia  
Naughton 
Christine 
Newcomb
Aaron Norman
Ana Olsen
Barbara Oseroff 
Zehra Otus 
Pagel Support 
Fund
Jane & Allan 
Paulson 
Brandon Peck
John Perkins
Kati Peters & Alan 
Miller
Lee Peterson 
Susan Peterson
Michael 
Piotrowski 
Sarah Polzer
Anne Kao & 
Stephen Poteet
Sean Power
Stanley Ritchie
Mark Rodgers 
Catherine 
Rudolph 
Kathleen Ryan
Judy Sasges
Michael Emmett 
Schmitt
Sandra & Robert 
Schwab

Mara Seeley
Stephanie 
Shadbolt & Jesse 
Snyder
Mark Shaw
Larry Sides
Wyatt D. Smith 
Karen Soma
Fox & Bryn Spears
Bill Stewart & 
David Stein 
Phil Stoiber 
Mary Ellen Stone
Carol Summers
Vivika Sundqvist
Jherek Swanger
Atul Tandon
Anu Taranath 
Ingrid Holmlund 
& David 
Thompson
Dorothy & David 
Torontow
Melissa Underhill
Janice Van Cleve
Michael Voris
Raymond Wachter
Jennifer Wah
Lissa Waite
Molly Warner
Harriet 
Wasserman 
Joella Werlin
James West
Gray Wilson
Silvia Wilson
Linda 
Worthington
Elisabeth Wright
Gretchen Yanover
Gigi Yellen-Kohn 
& Wolf Kohn 
Karen Zak
Linda Zaugg
Renaissance 
Charitable 
Foundation
The Seattle 
Foundation

supporters 
$500 - 999
Anonymous (2)
Lilian & Daniel 
Bensky
Megan Campbell 
& Mark Falstein 
JoLynn Edwards
Carla & Richard 
Ginnis
Susan & Steve 
Gins 
Deirdre LeMire
Skip Martin
Pagel Family 
Support Fund
Carol Salisbury
Byron Schenkman
Christi Webster in 
memory of Donna 
McCampbell
Nancy Zylstra & 
Martin Muller

advocates  
$1,000-$4,499
Anonymous (3)
Anonymous 
Elsie Ann 
Abendroth
Diana Carey
Clark Family 
Charitable Fund
Deborah Bogin 
Cohen
Margy Crosby & 
Michael Feinberg
Abigail Halperin 
& Christian 
Swenson
Wendy Jackson
Alan Knue & 
Charles Enlow
Patricia Lewis  
Lott 
David Chui 

patrons 
$5,000-9,999
Melissa Batson
Maria & Charles 
Coldwell
Joan & Frank 
Conlon in 
honor of Donna 
McCampbell

benefactors 
$10,000 +
Robert DeLine
Thomas 
Lewandowski
Barbara Mandula
Bill McJohn
Peggy Monroe

in kind
Jill Bader
Victor Celarier
Susan Gulkis 
Assadi
Jorge Gustavo 
Elias
Scott Smith 
Violins
Tom Lewandowski
Dave Morgan
Coldwell Banker 
Bain, Capitol Hilll

volunteers
Jill Bader
Hanan Bell
Megan Campbell 
& Mark Falstein
Victor Celarier
Maria & Charles 
Coldwell
Sharon Cornish-
Martin
Margy Crosby & 
Michael Feinberg
Cordula Drossel-
Brown
Paul Elrif
Paul Fischbach
Daniel Frizzell
Susan & Steve Gins
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Thank you to our Grantors Thank you to our Partners

Cory Gooch
Gabriela Hannach
AJ Knight
Alan Knue & 
Charles Enlow
Rosemarie & 
Norman LeMoine
Brian Lew
Thomas 
Lewandowski

Patricia Lewis Lott
Bill McJohn
Peggy Monroe
Ann Osterberg
Annelise 
Osterberg
Susan Peterson
Hayley Serres & 
Adam Wesley

Phil Stoiber
Alexandra Stone 
& David Chui
Diane Tepfer
Molly Warner
Alexandra Stone 
& David Chui
Diane Tepfer
Molly Warner

Continuo Circle
Sustaining supporters whose recurring monthly and 
quarterly gifts provide vital ongoing support for our mission.

lasting legacy

Let your light shine by leaving a 
legacy gift to Sound Salon. Your 
estate planning ensures our work 
flourishes for generations to come.

Anonymous
Julie Gerrard
Susan Gins
Barbara Mandula
Stephen Raskin
Naomi Shiff
Byron Schenkman

Scan to Donate

Sound Salon  
Board Members 
Dahae Cheong
Susan Gulkis Assadi
Dave Morgan
Lee Peterson
Joy Sherman
Sam Sitzmann
 

Past Board Members
Deborah Bogin Cohen 
Maria Coldwell
Kitt Day
Robert DeLine
Susan Gins
Flora Lee
Tom Lewandowski
Debbie Massarano 
Donna McCampbell
Peggy Monroe
Marj Press  
Mark Rodgers 
Wyatt Smith
Chris Sondreal
Fox Spears
Valerie Yockey
Zhenyu Zhao

Staff
Byron Schenkman,  
Artistic Director
Melinda Abendroth,  
Executive Director
Isa Pagel, Operations Director
Kaylin Wirkman,  
Marketing Manager
Via Audio,  
Recording Engineer 
Adam Wesley, Photographer
RRD Design, LLC, Design

Margy Crosby,  
Executive Director Emerita

Contact
1211 E Denny Way, #179
Seattle WA 98122-2516
(425) 954-3736
marketing@soundsalonmusic.org

Non Profit Tax ID
Sound Salon is a  
non-profit 501(c)(3) 
organization.  
Tax ID# 81-5182891.

Safe Space
Sound Salon provides a diverse 
and inclusive space for all 
members of our community 
to celebrate the full dignity 
of all human beings. This is a 
safe environment for artists, 
audiences, staff, & volunteers.www.SoundSalonMusic.org

Coldwell Banker 
Bain Community 
Partnership 
Program
Buying or selling a house? CBBain Broker 
and Coldwell Banker Bain will donate an 
amount equal to 10% of the commission 
received to Sound Salon as a community 
partnership referral. For details and more 
information contact Jorge Gustavo Elias 
jorgegustavo.elias@cbrealty.com  
(415) 650-8269 


